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Higher Education 
 University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  Ph.D.  Oriental Studies, 1984. 

Poona University, Poona, India. M.A. Center for Advanced Study in Sanskrit, 1976. 
University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa. Graduate Studies in Chinese Language and Religion, 1970-72. 
Coe College, Cedar Rapids, Iowa.  B.A., History, 1969. 

Academic Positions  
 2013 – Fall semester Stewart Fellow in the Princeton Humanities Council, Visiting Professor of South Asian 

Studies, Princeton University  
 2008 – present Professor of Sanskrit and Classical Indian Religions, University of Iowa.  

 1997 - 2008 Associate Professor of Sanskrit and Classical Indian Religions, University of Iowa. 
 1991 – 1997  Assistant Professor, University of Iowa.  
 1989 - 1991 Visiting Assistant Professor, University of Iowa. 
 2006 – Summer          Visiting Associate Professor, University of New Mexico. 
 2000 - Fall semester  Visiting Associate Professor, University of Pennsylvania. 
 1997 - present Associate Professor, University of Iowa. 
 1987 - 1989  Visiting Lecturer, Department of Oriental Studies, University of Pennsylvania.  

 1986 - 1987 Visiting Lecturer in Sanskrit, South Asia Regional Studies Department, University of 
Pennsylvania.    

 1983 - 1984 Research Assistant in Oriental Studies Department, University of Pennsylvania. 
 1982 - 1983 Teaching Fellow for Sanskrit, University of Pennsylvania. 
 
 
SCHOLARSHIP 
Refereed Publications 
Books  

2006  The Self Possessed: Deity and Spirit Possession in South Asian Literature and Civilization. New York: Columbia 
University Press (pp. xxxiv  + 701). 

  Award: CHOICE Outstanding Academic Title, 2007. 
 
1987  The Vedic Sacrifice in Transition:  A Translation and Study of the Trikāṇḍamaṇḍana of Bhsāskara Miśra. Poona: 

Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute (pp. xxxii + 520). 
 
2016  (forthcoming) The Mahābhārata: 14. The Book of the Sacrifice of the Horse. The Mahābhārata: 15-18.  Final 

Renunciation and Ascendance. Introduction, Translation, and Annotations. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
 
 
Books  Edited  



2008 (With Dagmar Wujastyk). Modern and Global Ayurveda: Pluralism and Paradigms. Albany NY: State University 
of New York Press (pp. 349). 

 
1993 (With Alice Davison). Papers from the Fifteenth South Asian Language Analysis Roundtable Conference, 1993. Iowa 

City: Center for International and Comparative Studies (pp. 428). 
 
Articles and Book Chapters 

2015 (in press). “Why Perform Vedic Sacrifice in the 21st Century: Notes on Recent Vedic Ephemera.” In Frits 
Staal Memorial volume. Ed. By George Thompson. 

–––––. (in press). “Modern Vedic Ritual.” In Hinduism in the Modern World, ed. by Brian Hatcher. New York: 
Routledge. 

–––––.  (in press). (with Isabelle Clark-Decès) “Well-Being in South Asia: A Historical and Anthropological 
Report. In The History of Well-Being: From Ancient to Modern Times, ed. by Richard Estes and Joseph 
Sirgy. Philadelphia: Halloran Philanthropies. (57 pp.). 

 
–––––. (in press). Review article on the new three volume translation of the Rig Veda by Stephanie Jamison 

and Joel Brereton, Oxford University Press, 2014. 
 
2013 (with Joan White).  “Becoming an Icon: B.K.S. Iyengar as a Yoga Teacher and a Yoga Guru.” In Gurus of 

Modern Yoga, ed. by Mark Singleton and Ellen Goldberg. New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 122-147. 

–––––.   “The Paleolithic Turn: Michael Witzel’s Theory of Laurasian Mythology.” Religious Studies Review 39.3: 133-
142. 

 
–––––. “Krishnamacharya.” In Brill’s Encyclopedia of Hinduism, Vol IV, pp. 498-502. 
 
–––––. “Trees and Plants.” In Brill’s Encyclopedia of Hinduism, Vol IV, pp. 161-187. 
 
2012 “The Self Repossessed.” Journal of Hindu Studies 5: 293-301. 

–––––. “Yogasūtras II.25 and the Conundrum of Kaivalya.” In Classical and Contemporary Issues in South Asian Studies: 
In Felicitation of Prof. T.S. Rukmani. Ed. by Jonathan Duquette and Pratap Penumala. Pp. 66-78. New Delhi: 
D.K. Printworld (P) Ltd.   

2011 “Predestination and Hierarchy: Vallabhācārya’s Discourse on the Distinctions Between Blessed, Rule-
Bound, Worldly, and Wayward Souls (the Puṣṭipravāhamaryādābheda).” Journal of Indian Philosophy 39: 173-
227. 

 
–––––.  “A Brief History of Indian Religious Ritual and Resource Consumption: Was there an Environmental 

Ethic?” Asian Ethnology 70.2: 163-180. Reprint: Will Sweetman (ed.). Hinduism (Critical Concepts in 
Religious Studies), Vol III. Routledge, 2014. 

 
–––––.  “Sattvāvajaya, Psychology, and Ritual Possession in India.” Asian Medicine, Tradition and Modernity 6: 22-32. 

 
–––––.  “On the Use of Demonologies in First Millennium Indian Buddhism: The Āviṣṭaceṣṭāvidhiparivartaḥ from 

the Mañjuśrīmūlakalpa.” With Ronald Davidson. Submitted for review to the Journal of the International 
Association of Buddhist Studies. [MS. 94 pp., refereed] 

 



2010  “Possession in Theory and Practice: Historical and Contemporary Models.” In Health and Religious Rituals in 
South Asia, ed. by Fabrizio Ferrari. Pp. 15-37. Routledge. Reprint: Will Sweetman (ed.). Hinduism (Critical 
Concepts in Religious Studies), Vol III. Routledge, 2014. 

 
–––– Articles in Encyclopedia of Hinduism and Indic Religions: “Abhiṣeka” (Vol. 1, pp. ),  “Agnicayana” (Vol. 1, pp. ), 

“Puṣṭi Mārga” (Vol. 8, pp. 352-54), “Vallabhācārya” (Vol 11, pp. 165-70), “Vedic Yajña in Modern India” 
(Vol. 11, pp. 283-88). Chief eds. K. L.  Seshagiri Rao, Kapil Kapoor. Delhi: India Heritage Research 
Foundation, Rupa & Co.  

 
––––- “Possession, Embodiment, and Ritual in Mental Health Care in India.” Journal of Ritual Studies 24.2: 135-149. 
 
––––– “Possession.” Oxford Bibliography Online (major article), pp. 42. 

 
––––– “Historical Symmetry and Ritual Asymmetry: The Interrelations Between Vedic Ritual and Temple 

Construction in Modern India.” In Grammars and Morphologies of Ritual Practices in Asia, ed. by Axel Michaels 
and Anand Mishra; pp. 307-33. In the series Ritual Dynamics and the Science of Ritual, Vol. I. General editor 
Axel Michaels. Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz. 

 
2009 “Dark Matter in Vārtāland: On the Enterprise of History in Early Puṣṭimārga Discourse.” Journal of Hindu 

Studies 2.1: 27-47. 
 
 ––––  “Preface” to Kātyāyana Iṣṭi Pragoya. By T. N. Dharmadhikari, pp. 1-10.  New York: Muktabodha Press.  
 

2008 “Introduction.” With Dagmar Wujastyk. In Dagmar Wujastyk and Frederick M. Smith (eds.), Modern and 
Global Ayurveda: Pluralism and Paradigms, pp. 1-45, Albany NY: State University of New York Press: 2008. 

 
2007 Routledge Encyclopedia of Hinduism: “Saṃskāra: Hindu Rites of Passage” (pp. 752-755); “Garbhādhāna 

(impregnation)” (p. 262); “Puṃsavana (bringing forth a male child)” (pp. 633-634); “Jātakarma (birth 
ceremonies)” (pp. 387-388); “Nāmakaraṇa (baby naming ceremony)” (p. 533); “Annaprāśana (first feeding 
of solid food)” (p. 35); “Chūḍākaraṇa (first tonsure)” (p. 156); “Sīmantonnnayana (hair-parting of the 
pregnant wife)” (p. 796); “Niṣkramaṇa (first outing of the child)” (p. 564); “Karṇavedha (piercing the ears)” 
(pp. 414-415); “Vidyārambha (learning the alphabet)” (p. 957); “Upanayana (sacred thread ceremony)” (pp. 
892-893), “Vedārambha (commencement of Vedic study)” (p. 936); “Keśānta (shaving the beard)” (p. 420); 
“Samāvartana (end of studentship)” (p. 743); “Vivāha: Forms of marriage” (p. 971); “Svayaṃvara (self-
choice of a husband by the bride)” (p. 743); “Antyeṣṭi (funeral ceremony)” (p. 37-38); “Śrāddha (post-
mortem rites)” (pp. 823-824); “Puṣṭi Mārga” (pp. 648-649). 

 
–––– “Narrativity and Empiricism in Classical Indian Accounts of Birth and Death: The Mahābhārata and the 

Saṃhitās of Caraka and Suśruta.” Asian Medicine, Tradition and Modernity 3: 85-102. 
 
2006  “Minding the Gods, Minding the Ritual: The Role of Mantra, Metaphor, and Text in Laurie Patton’s 

Bringing the Gods to Mind.” International Journal of Hindu Studies 10.3: 325-330. 
 

2005  “Vedic and Devotional Waters: The Jalabheda of Vallabhācārya.” International Journal of Hindu Studies 10.1: 
107-136. 

 
––– “The Hierarchy of Philosophical Systems According to Vallabhācārya.” Journal of Indian Philosophy 33.4: 421-

453. 
  



2004 “Possession as an Intermedial Event.” In Intermedia: Threshold States. Ed. by Hans Breder and Klaus-Peter 
Busse, pp. 122-131. Dortmund: Universität Dortmund Press. 

 
–––– “South Asian Shamanism.” In Shamanism: An Encyclopedia of World Beliefs, Practices, and Culture. Ed. by Mariko 

Walter and Eva Jane Fridman, pp. 777-784. Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO. 
      

2001  “The Recent History of Vedic Ritual in Maharashtra.” In Vidyārṇavavadanam. Essays in Honour of Asko 
Parpola. Ed. by Klaus Karttunen and Petteri Koskikallio. Studia Orientalia 94: 443-63. 

 –––– “The Current State of Possession Studies as a Cross Disciplinary Project.” Religious Studies Review 27.3: 203-
212. 

 –––– “Krishna,” “Vaishnavism.” Encyclopaedia Britannica (online edition, major articles). 
 
 2000 “Vedas and Vedic Religion.” Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2000 (online edition, major article).  
 

–––– “Indra Goes West: Report on a Vedic Soma Sacrifice in London in July 1996.” History of Religions 39.3: 247-
267. 

 
1998  “Nirodha and the Nirodhalakṣaṇa of Vallabhācārya.” Journal of Indian Philosophy 26.6: 589-651. 

 
 –––– “Notes on the Development of Bhakti.” Journal of Vaiṣṇava Studies 6.1: 17-36. 

 
–––– “Indian Conceptions of Heaven.” In Routledge Encylclopedia of Philosophy, Vol IV: 253-527. Gen. editor, 

Edward Craig. London and New York: Routledge. 
 
1996 “Yoga Sūtras,” In Great Literature of the Eastern World, ed. by Ian P. McGreal, pp. 214-218 (New York: 

HarperCollins. 
 
–––– “Brāhmaṇas and Āraṇyakas.” In Great Literature of the Eastern World, ed. by Ian P. McGreal pp. 173-177 pp. 

173-177. New York: HarperCollins. 
 
1994 “Purāṇaveda.” In Authority, Anxiety, and Canon: Essays in Vedic Interpretation, ed. by Laurie Patton, pp. 97-139. 

Albany: State University of New York Press. 
 
–––– “The Identity and Significance of the valmīkavapā in the Vedic Sacrificial Ritual” (with Dr. S. J. Carri, S. J.). 

Indo-Iranian Journal 38.1: 30-61.  
 
–––– “Śaṅkara, Vedānta, and the Transmission of the Veda in the Ṡaṅkara Tradition.” In Festschrift for Prof. C. G. 

Kashikar, ed. by Dr. S. S. Bahulkar, pp. 132-146. Pune: Tilak Maharashtra Vidyapeeth.  
 

1993 “The Saṃnyāsanirṇaya, a Śuddhādvaita Text on Renunciation by Vallabhācārya.” Journal of Vaiṣṇava Studies 
1.4: 135-156. 

 
1991 “Indra’s Curse, Varuṇa’s Noose, and the Suppression of the Woman in the Vedic Śrauta Ritual. In Roles and 

Rituals for Hindu Women, ed. by I. Julia Leslie, pp. 17-45. London: Pinter Press. 
 

1988 “Exchange Rates in the Vedic Ritual: the Mūlyādhyāyapariśiṣṭa of Kātyāyāna.” Wiener Zeitschrift für die 
Kunde Sudasiens 32: 63-75. 

  
 –––– “Agni’s Body.” The Adyar Library Bulletin 51: 79-103. 



 
1985 “Names of Agni in the Vedic Ritual.”  Annals of the Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute 66: 219-226. 

  
1982 “The Āvasathya Fire in the Vedic Ritual.” The Adyar Library Bulletin 46: 73-92. 
 

 
Reviews 

2015. (in press). King Governance and Law in Ancient India. Kauṭilya’s Arthaśāstra. A New Annotated 
Translation. By Patrick Olivelle. Oxford, New York: Oxford University Press, 2013. International 
Journal of Hindu Studies. 

 
2014.    Fertile Disorder: Spirit Possession and its Provocation of the Modern. By Kalpana Ram. Honolulu: University 

of Hawai‘i Press, 2013. South Asian History and Culture 5(1): 125-128. 
 
2013. The Bhaktimandākinī. An elaborate fourteenth-century commentary by Pūrṇasarasvatī on the 

Viṣṇupādādikeśavastotra attributed to Śaṅkarācārya. By N.V.P. Unithiri, H.N. Bhat, And S.A.S. Sarma. 
Pondichéry: Institute française de Pondichéry, 2011. Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African 
Studies 76.3: 523-525. 

 
-----. Sound and Communication. An Aesthetic Cultural History of Sanskrit Hinduism. By Annette Wilke & 

Oliver Moebus. Berlin/New York: Walter De Gruyter, 2011. Asian Ethnology 72: 161-62. 
 
  
2012   Dharma. By Alf Hiltebeitel. Dimensions of Asian Spirituality, vol 6; general editor, Henry Rosemont, Jr. 

Honolulu: University of Hawai‘i Press, 2010. Pacific Affairs 85.2: 431-32. 
 
-----. South Asian Texts in History: Critical Engagements with Sheldon Pollock. Edited by Yigal Bronner, Whitney Cox, 

and Lawrence McCrea. Ann Arbor, MI: Association for Asian Studies, 2011. Journal of Asian Studies 71.4: 1171-
1174. 

 
2011 Epic Undertakings. Ed. by Robert Goldman and Muneo Tokunaga. Papers of the 12th World Sanskrit 

Conference. Vol. 2. Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, 2009. Journal of Asian Studies 70.2: 614-616. 
 
–––––.  (In press) Brill’s Encyclopedia of Hinduism. Volume II: Religions, Pilgrimages, Deities. By Knut A. Jacobsen 

(Editor-in-Chief). Leiden, Boston: Brill, 2009. Religion 41: xxx-xxx. 
 
2010 Brill’s Encyclopedia of Hinduism. Volume I: Religions, Pilgrimages, Deities. By Knut A. Jacobsen (Editor-in-Chief). 

Leiden, Boston: Brill, 2009. Religion 40: 352-354. 
 
-–––– The Character of the Self in Ancient India: Priests, Kings, and Women in the Early Upaniṣads. By Brian Black. State 

University of New York Press, 2007. History of Religions 49.2: 197-200. 
 
2009 Abhinavagupta: The Kula Ritual As Elaborated In Chapter 29 Of The Tantrāloka. By John R. Dupuche. Delhi: 

Motilal Banarsidass, 2003. Journal of the American Oriental Society (JAOS): 129.2: 374-375. 
 
2008 The Tibetans. By Matthew Kapstein. The Peoples of Asia, General Editor: Morris Rossabi. Oxford: Blackwell, 

2006. Asian Ethnography 67.1: 167-169. 
  

2006   Literary Cultures in History: Reconstructions from South Asia. Ed. by Sheldon Pollock. Berkeley and Los Angeles: 
Univ. of California Press, 2003. Journal of the American Academy of Religion 74.4: 1030-1034. 



 
–––– Yoga in Modern India: The Body Between Science and Philosophy. By Joseph S. Alter. Princeton Univ. Press, 2004. 

American Anthropologist 108.3: 554-555. 
 
––––   Stories About Posts: Vedic Variations around the Hindu Goddess. By Madeleine Biardeau, Translated by Alf 

Hiltebeitel, Marie-Louise Reiniche, and James Walker. Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 2004. Journal of 
Religion 86: 351-352. 

 
2005  Querying the Medieval: Texts and the History of Practices in South Asia. By Ronald Inden, Jonathan Walters, and 

Daud Ali. New York: Oxford Univ. Press, 2000. Journal of the American Academy of Religion 73.2: 542-44. 
 
2004. The Hare Krishna Movement: The Postcharismatic Fate of a Religious Transplant. Ed. By Edwin F. Bryant and 

Maria L. Ekstrand. Columbia Univ. Press, 2004. Journal of Vaiṣṇava Studies 13.1: 179-189. Major review 
article. 

 
2002 The Early Upaniṣads. By Patrick Olivelle. New York, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998. JAOS: 122.1: 156-

160. 
 

----- The Upaniṣads. Translation and introduction by Valerie J. Roebuck. New Delhi: Penguin, 2000. JAOS 122.1: 
156-160. 

 
-----  Essays on Vedic and Indo-European Culture. By Boris Oguibénine. Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, 1998. International 

Journal of Hindu Studies 6.1: 107-109. 
 

2001 No Aging in India: Alzheimer’s, the Bad Family, and Other Modern Things. By Lawrence Cohen. Berkeley: Univ. of 
California Press, 1998. International Journal of Hindu Studies (IJHS): 6.1: 93-95. 

 
1998 Sacrificed Wife, Sacrificer’s Wife: Women, Ritual and Hospitality in Ancient India. By Stephanie W. Jamison (New 

York, Oxford: Oxford Univ. Press, 1996. JAOS 118.3: 422-26. 
 
----- The Artful Universe: An Introduction to the Vedic Religious Imagination. By William K. Mahony. Albany: State 

Univ. of New York Press, 1998. International Journal of Hindu Studies 2.2: 291-93.  
 
----- “The Diaspora Culture of Tibetan Buddhism.” Review article in of Constructing Tibetan Culture: Contemporary 

Perspectives, edited by Frank J. Korom (Quebec: World Heritage Press, 1997) and Tibetan Culture in the 
Diaspora, edited by Frank J. Korom (Wien: Verlag der Österreichischen Akademie der Wissenschaften, 
1997). Critical Review of Books in Religion 11: 223-30. 

 
1997 The Archetypal Actions of Ritual: A theory of ritual illustrated by the Jain rite of worship. By Caroline Humphrey 

and James Laidaw. (Oxford: Oxford Univ. Press, 1994.) JAOS 117.1: 199-202. 
 

----- Myth as Argument: The Bṛhaddevatā as Canonical Commentary. By Laurie L. Patton (Berlin, New York: Walter de 
Gruyter, 1996). Critical Review of Books in Religion 10: 263-68. 

 
1996 Classifying the Universe: The Ancient Indian Varṇa System and the Origins of Caste. By Brian K. Smith. (New York, 

Oxford: Oxford Univ. Press, 1994.) JAOS 116.2: 344-46. 
 
1995 The Broken World of Sacrifice: An Essay in Ancient Indian Ritual. By J. C. Heesterman. (Chicago: Univ. of Chicago 

Press, 1993.) Journal of Ritual Studies 9.2: 145-149. 
 



1994 Histoires de poteaux: Variations védiques autour de la  Déesse hindoue. By Madeleine Biardeau (Paris, École 
française d’extrême-orient, 1990). Indo-Iranian Journal 37.3:253-63. 

 
-----  The Cult of Draupadī. Vol. 2: On Hindu Ritual and the Goddess. By Alf Hiltebeitel (Chicago: Univ. of Chicago 

Press, 1991). Indo-Iranian Journal 37.3:253-63. 
 
1993 Veda-Lakṣaṇa. Vedic Ancillary Literature: A Descriptive Bibliography.  Compiled by K. Parameswara Aithal 

(Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag, 1991). JAOS 113.2: 314. 

----- Thinking Ritually: Rediscovering the Pūrva Mīmāṃsā of Jaimini. By Francis X. Clooney, S. J. (Vienna, Publications 
of the De Nobili Research Library, 1990). JAOS 113.1: 141-42. 

1992  Vāc: The Concept of the Word in Selected Hindu Tantras.  By Andre Padoux. Trans. by Jacques Gontier (Albany: 
State Univ. of New York Press, 1990). JAOS 112.4: 661-62. 

 
----- The ritual of setting up the sacrificial fires according to the Vādhūla school (Vādhūlaśrautasūtra 1.1 - 1.4).  By M. 

Sparreboom and J. C. Heesterman. (Wien: Der Österreichischen Akademie der Wissenschaften, 1989) JAOS 
112.2: 341-42. 

 
1991  The Vedic Origins of Karma, by Herman Tull (Albany: State Univ. of New York Press, 1989). JAOS 111.1: 173-74. 

 
1990 The Cult of Draupadī, vol. 1. By Alf Hiltebeitel (Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 1988). Indo-Iranian Journal 

34.3: 213-16. 
 

----- Reflections on Resemblance, Ritual and Religion. By Brian K. Smith (New York: Oxford Univ. Press, 1989). JAOS 
110.4: 735-37. 

 
1989 Sāṃkhya: A Dualist Tradition in Indian Philosophy. Ed. by G. J. Larson and R. S. Bhattacharya. Encyclopaedia of 

Indian Philosophies, Vol. IV; General Editor, Karl Potter (Princeton: Princeton Univ. Press, 1987). JAOS 109.3: 
461-64 

 
1984 Āśvalāyanagṛhyasūtrabhāṣyam of Devasvāmin. Ed. with introduction by Pandit K. P. Aithal (Madras: Adyar 

Library, 1980). JAOS 104.4. 
 
 ----- The Life of Eknath. By Justin E. Abbott (Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, 1981). JAOS 104.4. 
 

----- The Life of Tukaram. By Justin E. Abbott (Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, 1981). JAOS 104.4. 
 
 
In addition, the following book notes have appeared or will appear in the Religious Studies Review. 
 

(In Press)  
 

–––– Brill’s Encyclopedia of Hinduism. Volume III: Society, Ritual Specialists, Religious Traditions, Society. Edited by Knut 
A. Jacobsen. Associate editors: Helene Basu, Angelika Malinar, Vasudha Narayanan. Leiden, Boston: Brill, 
2011. 

 
–––– Making Faces. Self and Image Creation in a Himalayan Valley. By Alka Hingorani. Honolulu: University of 

Hawai‘i Press, 2013. 
 



2014 Getting Married: Hindu and Buddhist Marriage Rituals among the Newars of Bhaktapur and Patan, Nepal. With a 
film on DVD. By Niels Gutschow and Axel Michaels. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag, 2012. RSR 40.1: 56. 

 
–––– Temples of the Indus. Studies in the Hindu Architecture of Ancient Pakistan. By Michael W. Meister. Leiden, 

Boston: Brill, 2010. RSR 40.1: 57-58. 
 
–––– Śāktapramodaḥ of Raja Deva Nandan Singh. Edited and with an introduction by Madhu Khanna. New Delhi: 

Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, Tantra Foundation, and D. K. Printworld, 2013. RSR 40.3: 170-71. 
 
–––– Aspects of Manuscript Culture in South India. Edited by Saraju Rath. Brill’s Indological Library, ed. by Johannes 

Bronkhorst, vol. 40. Leiden, Boston: Brill, 2012. RSR 40.3: 171. 
 
2013 Sir William Jones et la represéntation de l’Inde. By Madhu Benoit. Grenoble: ELLUG, Université de Stendahl, 

2011. RSR 39.2: 126. 
 
–––– The Modernity of Sanskrit. By Simona Sawhney. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2009. RSR 39.1: 

49-50. 
 
–––– Growing Stories from India: Religion and the Fate of Agriculture. By Whitney Sanford. Foreword by Vandana 

Shiva. Lexington: University of Kentucky Press, 2012. RSR 39.1: 49. 
 
–––– Writing the Self: Diaries, Memoirs, and the History of the Self. By Peter Heehs. New York, London: Bloomsbury, 

2013. RSR 39.4: 296 
 
–––– Religion, Narrative and Public Inagination in South Asia: Past and Place in the Sanskrit Mahābhārata. By James 

Hegarty. London and New York: Routledge, 2012. RSR 39.1: 48. 
 
–––– The Making of Western Indology: Henry Thomas Colebrooke and the East India Company. Rosane Rocher and Ludo 

Rocher. London and New York: Routledge 2012. RSR 39.1: 49. 
 
2012 The Powerful Ephemeral: Everyday Healing in an Ambiguously Islamic Place. By Carla Bellamy. Berkeley: 

University of California Press, 2011. RSR 38.2: 112-113. 
 
–––– Altering Consciousness: Multidisciplinary Perspectives. Volume 1: History, Culture, and ahe Humanities. Volume 2: 

Biological And Psychological Perspectives. Ed. Etzel Cardeña and Michael Winkelman. Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO, 
2011. RSR 38.2: 70. 

 
–––– Reflexivity, Media, and Visuality. including an e-book version In PDF-format on CD-ROM.  Ritual Dynamics And The 

Science Of Ritual, Vol. IV. Gen. ed. Axel Michaels. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 2011. RSR 38.2: 69. 
 
–––– Reading the Fifth Veda: Studies On The Mahābhārata. Essays by Alf Hiltebeitel, Volume 1. Edited by Vishwa 

Adluri & Joydeep Bagchee. Leiden, Boston: Brill, 2011. RSR 38.2: 114. 
 
–––– When the Goddess was a Woman: Mahābhārata Ethnographies. Essays by Alf Hiltebeitel, Volume 2. Edited by 

Vishwa Adluri & Joydeep Bagchee. Leiden, Boston: Brill, 2011. RSR 38.2: 114. 
 
–––– Theater and Religion on Krishna’s Stage: Performing in Vrindavan. By David V. Mason. New York: Palgrave 

Macmillan, 2009. RSR 38.2: 116. 
 



–––– Reflexivity, Media, and Visuality. including an e-book version In PDF-format on CD-ROM.  Ritual Dynamics And The 
Science Of Ritual, Vol. IV. Gen. ed. Axel Michaels. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 2011. RSR 38.2: 69. 

 
2011. Dharma. Its Early History in Law, Religion, and Narrative. By Alf Hiltebeitel. Oxford, New York: Oxford 

University Press, 2011. RSR 37.4: 300. 

–––– Hindu and Buddhist Initiations in India and Nepal. Ed. by Astrid Zotter and Christof Zotter. Ethno Indology, 
Heidelberg Studies in South Asian Rituals. Gen. ed. Axel Michaels, vol. 10. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 2010. 
RSR 37.4: 302. 

 
–––– Medicine Between Science and Religion: Explorations on Tibetan Grounds. Ed. by Vincanne Adams, Mona 

Schrempf, and Sienna R. Craig. New York, Oxford: Berghahn Books, 2011. RSR 37.3: 234. 

–––– The Mahābhārata Patriline: Gender, Culture and the Royal Heredity. By Simon Pearse Brodbeck. Farnham, 
Surrey/Burlington, VT: Ashgate, 2009. RSR 37.3: 234-35. 

–––– Rites and Rituals of Kashmiri Brahmins. By Shashi Shekhar Toshkhani. New Delhi: Pentagon Press (for the 
Himalayan Research and Cultural Foundation), 2010. RSR 37.3: 236. 

–––– Strī: Women In Epic Mahābhārata. By Kevin McGrath. Boston: Ilex Foundation; and Washington, D.C.: Center 
for Hellenic Studies, Trustees for Harvard University. 2009. RSR 37.1: 77. 

 
–––– Rethinking Religion in India: The colonial construction of Hinduism. Ed. by Esther Bloch, Marianne Keppens, and 

Rajaram Hegde. London and New York: Routledge, 2010. RSR 37.1: 76. 
 
–––– Viṣṇu’s Children: Prenatal Life-Cycle Rituals in South India. By Ute Hüsken. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag, 

2009. RSR 37.1: 76-77. 
 
–––– History of Mental Illness in India. A Cultural Psychiatry Retrospective. By Horacio Fabrega, Jr. Delhi: Motilal 

Banarsidass, 2009. RSR 37.2: 108. 
 

–––– Yogic Perception, Meditation and Altered States of Consciousness. Ed. by Eli Franco in collaboration with Dagmar 
Eigner. Vienna: Österreichische Akademie der Wissenschaften, 2009. RSR 37.2: 148. 

 
–––– The Law Code Of Viṣṇu. A Critical Edition and Translation of the Vaiṣṇava-Dharmaśāstra. By Patrick Olivelle. 
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— Editorial board member: Studies in Religion/Sciences Religieuses (2008-2012). 
— Editorial board member: Wiener Zeitschrift für die Kunde Sudasiens (2010-present). 

 
 
Archival  and Production  Work  

1982 “Devarūpāvatāra: Selections of Recitation from the Vedic Soma Sacrifice.” A 90 minute taperecording with 
written explanation; published privately; 1982. About 200 copies of this have been distributed to scholars and 
institutions throughout the world. 

 
1985 Copies of 51 tapes (=81 hours, out of more than 150 hours I have recorded) of field recordings of Vedic 
ritual recitations have been deposited (September 1985) with the Archives and Research Centre for 
Ethnomusicology (ARCE)  in New Delhi (see ARCE Newsletter, Fall 1985). 

 
1980 - 2007   More than 2000 photographs of Vedic sacrificial rituals that I have taken are in my private collection. 
These are available to scholars. 

 
1994 - 2000  Development, in collaboration with Dr. Claude Setzer of Engineering Depot, Inc., of a CD-ROM 
consisting of Sanskrit texts and video, photographic and audio material of Vedic rituals. This will be for 
instructional purposes. One CD-ROM has been deposited in the University of Iowa Library. 

 
Grants and Awards 
Service  grants  

1. Principal investigator and administrator for a Department of Education Title VI  International Education 
grant  entitled: Enhancing South Asia Studies at the University of Iowa (grant # P016A20013), for the period July 1992 - 
June 1994. The amount of the grant, $160,000, was matched by the University. The purpose was to augment South 
Asian Studies at Iowa by establishing an undergraduate South Asia major.  
 
2.  Midwest University Consortium for International Affairs (MUCIA) Grant, July - August 1994, for travel to 
India to continue negotiations of a study abroad program between the University of Iowa and an academic 
consortium in Mysore, India. 

 
3.    MUCIA Grant, December 1992 - January 1993, for travel to India to negotiate a study abroad program 
between the University of Iowa and an academic consortium in Mysore, India. 
 

Research and Travel  Grants  
1. Stewart Fellowahip in South Asian Studies, endowed by the Old Dominion Foundation, the Princeton Class of 

1932 and the Virginia and Richard Stewart Memorial Fund in the Princeton Humanities Center, Princeton 
University. Fall semester 2013. 
 

2. Arts & Humanities Initiative, University of Iowa, 2013. For continued work on the translation of the last five 
books of the Mahābhārata. 

 
3. Wenner-Gren for travel to a conference in Hungary, Sept. 2012. 



  
4. Fulbright-Hays Faculty Research Fellowship, January - August, 2007; May - August, 2008. Project title: 

“Translation and Study of the Āśvamedhika parvan of the Mahābhārata.”  
 

5. American Institute of Indian Studies - Senior Research Fellowship (funds provided by the National 
Endowment for the Humanities). August – December 2006. Project title: “Translation and Study of the 
Āśvamedhika parvan of the Mahābhārata.” 

 
6. University of Iowa International Programs Summer Research Grant, 2002. Project title: “Possession and 

Exorcism as part of the Indigenous Mental Health Care Delivery System in Kerala.” 
 
7.        American Institute of Indian Studies - Senior Research Fellowship, January - May 2001. Project title: “The 

Sanskrit Commentaries on the Ṣoḍaśagranthāḥ of Vallabhācārya.” 
 
8.        Fulbright-Hays Faculty Research Fellowship, January 1995 - January 1996. Project title: “Translation and 

Study of the the Ṣoḍaśagranthāḥ of Vallabhācārya.”  
 

 9.   Old Gold Summer Fellowship, 1993, University of Iowa. 
 
10.  Old Gold Summer Fellowship, 1992, University of Iowa. 
 
11.   American Institute of Indian Studies - Senior Research Fellowship, May - Aug. 1990. Project title: “The 

Ethnography of Vedic Ritual Traditions in Maharashtra, Karnataka and Tamilnadu.” 
 

 12.  American Council of Learned Societies, travel grant for lecturing at Oxford, England, and research in India; 
June-September, 1987. 

 
13.   American Institute of Indian Studies - Senior Research Fellowship, March 1985 - March 1986. Project title: 

“The Vājapeya Sacrifice.” 
 
14.   American Institute of Indian Studies - Junior Research Fellowship, December 1979 - April 1982. 
 
*** Applied for the following grants for 2015-2016, which I must negotiate with my employer if received: AIIS, 

Fulbright, ACLS. As of this date I have received tentative acceptances from AIIS and Fulbright. I have not 
yet heard from the ACLS. The project combines my textual and ethnographic skills and would be based in 
the Indian Himalayas. Title: Possession, Processions, and the Mahābhārata in the Western and Central 
Himalayas. 

 
Teaching:  
Areas of Teaching Competence: 

Primary:  Sanskrit (all levels); Religions of India (esp. Vedic and Hindu Religion and Tradition); Indian Philosophy; 
South Asian Civilization; Sanskrit medical literature; Religion and healing. 

 Secondary:  Indian History and Archaeology, History of Religions. 
Courses: 
 University of Iowa:  
  Sanskrit Language: All Levels (introductory through fifth year). 
  Sanskrit Grammatical Studies.   
  Graduate Seminar: Readings in Indian Religious Tradition. 
  Graduate Seminar: Religion in India: Veda and Upaniṣads. 
  Graduate Seminar: Themes in Continuity in Indian Religious Tradition. 



  Graduate Seminar: Yoga Sūtras and Yoga Tradition. 
  Interpreting the Vedas: The Vedas as Text, Myth, and Tradition.  
  Vedic Literature. 
  Comparative Religious Ritual. 
  The Bhāgavata Purāṇa. 
  East Meets West: The Western Reception of Eastern Religion. 
  Living Religions of the East. 
  Introduction to the Religions of South Asia. 
  Languages of Asia (co-taught with South Coblin and others). 
  Asian Humanities: India. 
  Enlightenment! 
  Tantra in India and Beyond. 
  Religion and Environmental Ethics. 
  Introduction to Buddhism. 
  Senior seminar in Religion: Narratives of Compassion in World Religions. 
  Contemporary Asian News Colloquium. 
  Religion and Healing. 
 
 University of Pennsylvania:  
  Advanced Sanskrit (Seminar in Indian Drama). 
  Hindu India: A Different View of the World.  
  First Year Sanskrit.  
  Advanced Sanskrit (Vedic Seminar). 
  Introduction to Indian Philosophy (with Wilhelm Halbfass). 
  Zen Buddhism (with Kenneth Kraft). 
  Classical Sanskrit Drama. 
 
Scholarly Presentations 

Since 1980, I have spoken at a large number of academic conferences and guest lectureships, both within the US (in 
addition to numerous special presentations at Iowa) and internationally. International presentations are listed 
separately. The most notable were the following: 

 
  Invited lectures (in the U.S. and Canada): 

April 2015:  “Socolinguistics and possession in Indian Buddhism.” University of Calgary. 
 
April 2015:      
December 2013: “What did the Buddha deny when he denied the self (ātman)?” Princeton Buddhist Studies 

Seminar. 
 
November 2013: “The Form of No Form: Placing Shiva Linga Paintings in Context.” Arcadia University Art Gallery, 

Lansdale, PA. 
 
November 2013: “Theories on translating an ancient Indian text into modern English.” Rutgers University. 
 
November 2013: “Magic, Rationality and Empiricism in the History of Indian Medicine.” New York University. 

 
October 2013: “Middle Class Americans Adopting Middle Class Hinduism from the 1960s to 1990s.” Symposium on 

Hinduism in the Diaspora. Princeton University.  
 



April 2013: “Continuities and disjunctions in the history of Indian psychotherapeutic practice.” Two lectures, 
University of Virginia. 

 
October 2012: “Is it possible to translate the Sanskrit Mahābhārata?” Program in Translation and Intercultural 

Communication, Princeton University. 
 
April 2010: “Non-Sāṃkhya Constructions of the Person and Body in the Mahābhārata.” International Workshop on 

Philosophy in the Mahābhārata, Brown University. 
 
April 2010: “Possession: disease or healing, affliction or grace?” Missouri State University. 
 
April 2009: “Indian Buddhist Sociolinguistics and Buddhist Notions of Possession: A Fragment from the 

Mañjuśrīmūlakalpa.” Columbia University Buddhist Studies Seminar. 
 
April 2009: “The Convergence of Religion and Medicine in India and Beyond.” Truman State Univ. Kirksville, MO. 
 
April 2009: “Medicine as Religion and Religion as Medicine in India.” Coe College, Cedar Rapids, IA. 
 
March 2008: “Possession and Pilgrimage in the Indian Himalayas.” College of Charleston, Charleston SC. 

 
February 2008: “Methodology of Text and Methodology of Fieldwork in the Study of Possession in India.” Fairfield 

University, Fairfield CT. 
 
February 2008: “Discourses of Practice and Practices of Discourse in Indic Historical and Religious Tradition.” 

University of Pennsylvania. 
 
February 2007:  “Narrativity and Empiricism in Classical Indian Accounts of Birth and Death:  The Mahābhārata and 

the Saṃhitās of Caraka and Suśruta.” Brown University. 
 

November 2005:  Two seminars conducted at Vassar College:  (1) Seminar on deity and spirit possession. (2) Seminar 
on the comparative study of sacred geography. 

 
February 2005:  “The Permeable Self and the Impermeable Household in South Asia.” Brown University. Lecture 

was part of a series on Religion and Daily life in the Ancient World. 
 
March 2003:  “Philosophy and Orthopraxis in the Construction of Sectarian Doxographies: The Bālabodha of 

Vallabhācārya.” Department of Philosophy, University of New Mexico. 
 

March 2002:  “Possession, Prognostication, and the Dissemination of Popular Tantric Ritual in India and China.” 
Conference on Tantra and Daoism: The Globalization of Religion and Its Experience. Boston University, April 19-
21, 2002. 

 
February 2001:  “Folk to Classical and Back Again: Language and Gender in Deity and Spirit Possession in Indian 

Culture.” Columbia University. 
 

November, 2000:  “Representations and Uses of the Bhagavad-Gītā in India and the West.” Drexel University Great 
Works Symposium. Drexel University, Philadelphia. 

 
March, 2000:  “The Theory and Practice of Pralaya: Millennialism in Classical Sanskrit Literature.” Plenary session of 

the 210th meeting of the American Oriental Society, Portland, OR. 



  
October, 1999:  “The Illusion of Orthodoxies: The Loss and Recovery of Possession in Sanskrit literature.” W. Y. 

Evans-Wentz Annual Seminar Series, Stanford University. 
 

February, 1996:  “The Veda, The Construction of Knowledge, and Dark Matter.” Seminar entitled “Whose Veda?”, 
sponsored by the Dharam Hinduja Indic Research Institute, Columbia University (the seminar was held at 
the Univ. of Florida, Gainesville). 

 
May, 1994:  “The Memory of the Veda and the Problem of Cultural Identity in India.” Barnard College /Columbia 

University. 
    
May, 1994:  “The Ritual Construction of Life.” University of Iowa, Annual Adler Luncheon. 
 
March, 1994:  “Identity and Ideal among Brahmans of South India.” Macalester College. 
 
February, 1994:  “Who possesses the Veda?” Columbia University. 
 
November, 1992:  “Votive Offerings in Ancient Religious Practice.” Univ. of Iowa Museum of Art. 
 
March, 1992:  “The Persistence of Memory in Indian Sacred Tradition.” Univ. of Wisconsin, Madison. 
 
November, 1991:  “Classical Indian Religion in Modern India.” Seminar on Culture and Religion in India. Webster 

University, St. Louis.  
 
Conference papers (in the U.S. and Canada): 
 November 2014: “Discrepancies between video and narrative presentations of Vedic ritual.” American Academy of 

Religion, Annual Meeting, San Diego. 
 
 November 2011: “Religion in Search of a Philosophy: A Brief History of the Goals of Yoga.” American Academy of 

Religion, Annual Meeting, San Francisco. 
 
November 2011: “B.K.S, Iyengar and the expansion of the corpus of Yoga.” American Academy of Religion, Annual 

Meeting, San Francisco. 
 

 November 2010: Respondent to panel entitled “Selves and Experience: Shankara and The Self Possessed.” This panel 
discussed issues on the construction of personality in South Asia arising from my book (cf. above, Smith 
2006). American Academy of Religion, Annual Meeting, Atlanta. 

 
November 2009: “The Origin of Dialogical Practice in the Śrauta Sūtras: The Dvaidha Section of the Baudhāyana 

Śrauta Sūtra.” American Academy of Religion, Annual Meeting, Montreal. 
 
November 2009: “Healing Mantras, Healing Plants, Healing Rituals.” Academy of Religion, Annual Meeting, 

Montreal. 
 
 March 2009. “Possession as Pathology and as Healing in South Asia.” Society for the Anthropology of 

Religion/Society for Psychological Anthropology. Biennial meeting, Monterey CA. 
 
 March 2009. “Sattvāvajaya, Psychology, and Ritual Possession in India.” American Oriental Society, Annual Meeting, 

Albuquerque. 
  



 November 2008: “Possession as a Strategy for Ritual Embodiment.” Academy of Religion, Annual Meeting, Chicago. 
 
 November 2007:  Response to a panel dedicated to discussion of my book, The Self Possessed. American Academy of 

Religion, Annual Meeting, San Diego. 
 
 November 2007:  “Yoga, Tantra, Avimukta.” Mysticism Group. American Academy of Religion, Annual Meeting, San 

Diego. 
 

November 2007: “Devotion, Possession, and Ritual Theory in India.” Seminar: “Religions in Chinese and Indian 
Cultures: A Comparative Perspective. American Academy of Religion, Annual Meeting, San Diego. 

 
 October 2007:  Response to a panel dedicated to discussion of my book, The Self Possessed. 35th Annual South Asia 

Conference; University of Wisconsin, Madison. 
 

October 2005:  “Dharma and Disease: Spirits as disease-Causing Agents in the Madanamahārṇava.” 33rd Annual South 
Asia Conference; University of Wisconsin, Madison. 

 
March 2005:  “Names of grahas in the Madanamahārṇava.” American Oriental Society, Annual Meeting, Philadelphia. 
 
November 2004:  “The Discourse of Emotion and the Discourse of Rasa.” American Academy of Religion, Annual 

Meeting, San Antonio. 

 March 2004.  “Possession in the Mahābhārata.” American Oriental Society, Annual Meeting, San Diego. 
 

December 2003:  “Library Resources and the Study of Religion in Postgraduate Education in India.” Conference on 
the Study of Religion in India, Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, New Delhi. 

 
March 2002:  “Suggestions Regarding the Transmission of Possession Ritual from India to China: The Evidence from 

Sanskrit Manuscripts.” American Oriental Society, Houston. 
 
November, 1999:  “Philosophy and Orthopraxis in the Construction of Pustimārga Doxographies.” American 

Academy of Religion, Annual Meeting, Boston. 
 
March, 1999:  “The Hierarchy of Philosophical Systems according to Vallabhācārya.” American Oriental Society, 

Annual Meeting, Baltimore. 
 
November, 1997:  “Ideologies of Reality in ‘Traditional’ and ‘Modern’ Discourse on Indian Antiquity.” American 

Academy or Religion, Annual Meeting, San Francisco. 
 
March, 1997:  “The Indian Spring Festival of Holi.” Institute of World Cultures; Moline, Illinois. 
 
November, 1996:  “The Veda, the Construction of Knowledge, and Dark Matter.” American Academy of Religion, 

Annual Meeting; New Orleans. (This presentation was significantly revised from the invited paper given in 
Florida in Feb. 1996.) 

 
October, 1996:  “The Referential Character of Enlightenment according to Vallabhācārya.” Eighth International 

Conference on Vedānta. Miami University; Oxford, Ohio. 
 
April, 1993:  “Entry and Possession: Āveśa in Sanskrit Literature.” 203rd meeting of the American Oriental Society, 

Chapel Hill. 



 
November, 1992:  “Possession and Ownership in Classical Indian Religious Experience.” American Academy of 

Religion, Annual Meeting, San Francisco. 
 
November, 1990:  “Vedånta, the Śaṅkarācāryas, and the Institution of Sacrifice.” American Academy of Religion, 

Annual Meeting, New Orleans. 
 
March, 1990:  “The Use and Significance of the Termite-Mound (valmīkavapā) in the Vedic Ritual.” 200th meeting of 

the American Oriental Society, Atlanta.  
 
November, 1988:  “Memory in Vedic Revelation.” American Academy of Religion, Annual Meeting; Chicago. 
 
March, 1987:  “Exchange rates in the Vedic Ritual: the Mūlyādhyāyapariśiṣṭa of Kātyāyana.” 197th meeting of the 

American Oriental Society, Los Angeles. 
 
October, 1984:  “Agniśatanāma: Names of Agni in the Vedic Ritual.” 6th World Sanskrit Conference; Philadelphia. 
  
November, 1983:  “The Vedic Śrauta Ritual in Maharashtra in the Twentieth Century.” 12th Annual South Asia 

Conference; University of Wisconsin, Madison. 
 
October, 1983:  “The Concept of Boundaries in the Vedic Ritual.” Association for Asian Studies, Mid-Atlantic Region, 

Annual Meeting, Philadelphia.  
 
October, 1981: “The Sabhya and Āvasathya fires in the Śrauta Ritual.”  5th World Sanskrit Conference; Varanasi, 

India. 
 

International  Presentations and Activities 
July 2014: Two weeks as a Visiting Professor at the Insian Institute of Advanced Study in Shimla, Himachal Pradesh. 

Paper title: Is it possible to translate the Mahābhārata?” 
 
July 2014: “A Modern Alchemist in India and His Production Processes.” 23rd European Conference on 

South Asian Studies, Zürich. 
 

 January 2014: “The Hero as Superhero in the Sanskrit Epics.” 6th International Vedic Studies Workshop. Kozhikode, 
Kerala (India). 

 
February 2013: “Translation of classical mental health care into modern idioms in India.” Indian Institute of 

Technology, Mumbai. 
 

 January 2013: “Models of Literary Translation of classical Sanskrit epic texts.” Seagull Press, Kolkata. 
 

September 2012: “Reclaiming deep spaces of the past: Another chapter in the history of possession.” Spirit 
Possession. European Contributions To Comparative Studies. Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Pécs, 
Hungary. 

 
August 2012: “Multiple medical systems and spiritual healing in India.” Dept of Physiology, St. John's Medical 

College and Research Institute, Bangalore. 
 

August 2012: “Pilgrimage and havelī sevā: A Puṣtimārgī reformist current of the late 20th century.” International 
Conference on Early Modern Literatures in North India; Indian Institute of Advanced Study, Shimla (India). 



 
July 2012: “The expectation of ritual efficacy as an Indian historical phenomenon.” 22nd European Conference on 

Modern South Asian Studies, Lisbon, Portugal. 
 
July, 2010: “On the relationship between the Mahābhārata and classical Ayurveda: The doctrine of prāṇa in the 

Anugīta.” 21st European Conference on Modern South Asian Studies, University of Bonn, Germany. 
 

October 2008: “The interrelations between Vedic ritual and Hindu temple construction in modern India: a case 
study from Maharashtra.” Paper presented at a conference entitled: Ritual Dynamics and the Science of 
Ritual. Südasien Institut, University of Heidelberg, Germany. 

 
August 2008: “Scientific Method and Empiricism in the Vedas and Early Indian Medical Literature.” Panjab 

University. Chandigarh, India. 
 
May 2008: “Folk and Classical in Festival Possession in the Himalayas.” Private conference entitled “New 

Interpretation of Spirit Possession” sponsored by the British Association for the Study of Religions. 
University of Bangor, Gwynedd, Wales. 

 
March 2008: “Two Case Studies of Models of Healing at Possession Temples: The Balaji temple (in Mehndipur, 

Rajasthan) and the Muthuswamy temple (in Velayuthampalayampudur, Tamilnadu).” Workshop titled: 
“Faults and Flaws: Therapeutic Practices against the Norm in South Asia” French Institute of Indology, 
Pondicherry, India. 

 
March 2008: “Blending the Aesthetic and the  Esoteric in the Devotional Writings of Vallabhacharya." Prince of 

Wales Museum, Bombay. 
 

June 2007:  Lectures: “Possession, Mental Health Care, and Complementary and Alternative Psychiatric Practices in 
Contemporary India.” Two day seminar titled “The Dynamics of Ritual,” which featured three lectures on 
the theory and practice of Indian ritual: (1) “Possessions and Processions: Embodiment and Equivalents in 
Indian Ritual”; (2) “From Evil Spirit to Benevolent Messenger (bhūt to dūt): Extreme Conversion in Asian 
Religious Practice”; (3) “Contemporary Vedic Ritual Performance in India and the Depiction of Vedic 
Sacrifice in the Mahābhārata.” Südasien Institut. University of Heidelberg. 

 
June 2007-ongoing: Adviser to the National Mission for Manuscripts, Government of India, New Delhi. 
 
October 2006: “Āveśa in the Mālinīvijayottara-Tantra and possession as practice in India.” Conference 

commemorating the 100th birth anniversary of Swami Lakshman-joo. New Delhi. 
 
December 2004 – January 2005.  Two lectures: “Sanskrit and Indian Studies in America and Europe.” “The Role of 

Religion in Indian Philosophy and the Role of Philosophy in Indian Religion.” Peking University, Beijing, 
China. 

 
December 2003:  “The Structure of Knowledge in Āyurvedic Mental Health Care in Kerala.” Conference on Modern 

Āyurveda. Cambridge University, Cambridge, UK. 
 

December 2003:  “Library Resources and the Study of Religion in Postgraduate Education in India.” Conference on 
the Study of Religion in India, Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, New Delhi. 

 
July 2003:  “Recent Examples of Contemporary Apocryphal Literature Associated with the Modern Performance of 

Vedic Ritual.” 12th World Sanskrit Conference. Helsinki. 



 
July 2003:  “Textual Borrowings between Medical, Ritual, and Astrological Texts within the Healing traditions of 

Kerala.” 12th World Sanskrit Conference, Helsinki. 
 
August 2002:  “The Modern Practice of Traditional Āyurvedic Mental Health Care." Dhvanyaloka Centre for Indian 

Studies, Mysore. 
 
April, 1998:  “Alchemy and its Relationship with Tantra, Āyurveda, and Astrology in India.” 4o Congresso 

Internazionale di Spagyria ed Alchimia. Associazone Medicina Spagyrica e Filosofia Alchemica; Padua, Italy.
  

 
January, 1997:  “Cessation or Manifestation? Nirodha in Patañjali, Abhinavagupta, and Vallabhācārya.”  10th World 

Sanskrit Conference; Bangalore, India. 
 
January, 1997:  “Vedic Multimedia.” 10th World Sanskrit Conference; Bangalore, India. A video presentation of 

instructional material containing Sanskrit text, still photography, and Vedic ritual chanting, along with 
explanation of CD-ROM development. 

 
June, 1987:  “The Role of Women in the Vedic Ritual.”  International Workshop on Women in Indian Religion, 

sponsored by the Centre for Cross-Cultural Research on Women; Oxford, England. 
 
May, 1982:  Three invited lectures on Vedic ritual delivered at the Oriental Institute, Oxford University. Titles: “The 

Current Situation of Vedic Sacrificial Ritual in Maharashtra,” “The Theory and Practice of Vedic Ritual in 
Modern India,”  “Unknown Literary Sources of Vedic Ritual.” 

 
Field Experience 

Residence in India for more than fifteen years, largely in Poona, Madras, Mysore, Braj, and the Himalayas well as 
extensive travel throughout the subcontinent. My first excursion to India was in 1968, on a study abroad program 
at Madras Christian College, administered by Florida Presbyterian College. Then followed three years, 1973-76, in 
Poona, for M.A. studies in Sanskrit at the Centre for Advanced Study in Sanskrit at Poona University. Nearly three 
more years were spent in Poona and Madras, 1979-82, on dissertation fieldwork (largely funded by Junior Research 
Fellowship from the American Institute of Indian Studies). It was at this time that I began my documentary work 
on Vedic sacrificial ritual. One further year was spent, 1985-86 (on a Senior Research Fellowship from the 
American Institute of Indian Studies); another full year, 1995-96, on a Fulbright-Hays Faculty research Fellowship; 
most of a year, 2000-01, on a grant from the American Institute of Indian Studies; a year, 2006-07, on a grant from 
the American Institute of Indian Studies and on a Fulbright-Hays faculty research fellowship. In addition to these 
lengthy excursions, I have gone to India at least fifteen more times, Tibet once (for a month), and China four times, 
the shortest trip two weeks in duration, the longest five months, most connected with textual or ethnographic 
research projects. I have made three trips in order to develop a Study Abroad Program in Mysore for the 
University of Iowa. The program is commenced full operations in August, 1998, and is now one of the strongest 
study abroad programs in India. Most of these shorter trips have also been supported by research grants. 

 
SERVICE 
Profess ion 
 Outside reviewer for the Program in Religious Studies, University of New Mexico, April 2014. 

Manuscript reader for State University of New York Press, Oxford University Press, Cambridge University Press, 
Routledge, Columbia University Press, University of California Press, and Macmillan. Since 1988 I have 
read and evaluated more than 40 manuscripts submitted for publication. 

Religion in South Asia (RISA) Steering Committee member, 1998-2001. RISA is a major constituent unit of the 
American Academy of Religion. 



Hinduism Group Steering committee member, 2002-2005. This is a constituent unit of the American Academy of 
Religion. 

Academic Working Group Head and Advisor to the Dharam Hinduja Indic Research Center, Columbia University, 
1993-1999. 

 American Institute of Indian Studies, Trustee, 1999-2001, 2005-2006, 2008, 2015. 
Tenure or promotion evaluator: Cornell University, Mississippi State University, UCal Santa Barbara, University of 

Colorado, Rutgers University, Wright State University, Case Western Reserve University (twice), SUNY-
Stony Brook, Emory University, James Madison University, Washington & Lee University, Boston 
University, Wake Forest University, Brown University, University of Virginia. 

National Screening Committee member for Fulbright applicants to India, 2007-2009. 
Outside reader for Ph.D. dissertations from many Indian universities (Sri Venkateshvara University, Tirupati; 

Trivandrum University; Pune University; University of Madras, Chennai). 
External grant reviewer: Israel Science Foundation (2014). 
External Grant reviewer: NEH (2015). 
  

Departments  
 Library Committee, School of Religion. 1991-present. 
 Undergraduate Education Committee, School of Religion. 1995-97. 
 Programs Committee, School of Religion. 1996-99. 
 Representative to Faculty Senate, School of Religion. 1996-99. 

Served on several selection committees for new faculty and peer review committees for senior faculty (Religious 
Studies and Asian [and Slavic] Lang. and Lit.). Most recent: Three faculty search committees 2010-1011, 
two: 2011-2012. 

Student advising: In the School of Religion I have had four students complete their Ph.D. under my supervision, 
and currently have five Ph.D. students working directly under my supervision. In the Dept. of Asian Lang. 
and Lit. I have had two students complete the degree of M.A. under my supervision and currently have 
two more students working on the M.A. degree. I have served or am serving on six other dissertation 
committees (two M.A., four Ph.D.); and have guided seven Senior Honors Theses. 

Served on innumerable search committees, Promotion & Tenure committees, and review committees over the 
years in both of my departments, in other departments, Ionternational Programs and elsewhere in the UI. 

 
Col lege  
 Acting Chair, Department of Asian Languages and Literature, May 1998 - Jan. 1999. 

Head, South Asia Studies Program (SASP), Univ. of Iowa, 1991-94; Associate Head, 1996-2004; Director, 2004–2007. 
 Member, Executive Committee. International Programs, 2003-2006. 

Member, Executive Committee, Center for International and Comparative Studies (CICS), Univ. of Iowa, 1991-94. 
 Member, Executive Committee, Kala Mandali (Indian Music and Arts Circle), Iowa City, 1990 – present. 

Member, Executive Committee, Artists and Artisans in Traditional Technology in Development (AARTTID), 1991-
1995. 

Co-organizer of the 24th meeting of the South Asia Language Association, held at the University of Iowa, June 20-
22, 2002. 

Co-organizer of the 15th meeting of the South Asia Language Association, held at the University of Iowa, May 21-
23, 1993. 

 Fund-raising for the University of Iowa Kannada Language project, 1990-1998. 
Selection committee member for Foreign Language Area Fellowships (FLAS), International Center,  Univ. of Iowa, 

1997-99. 
Member, Board of Advisors, Complementary and Alternative Medicine (CAM) Clinic, University of Iowa Hospitals 

and Clinics, 1997-present. 
 
Membership  in  Profess ional  Societ ies  
American Oriental Society 



American Academy of Religion 
Association of Asian Studies 
Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute (life member) 
World Sanskrit Association 
European Association for South Asian Studies 
 
 
 
Teaching chart 2014 Frederick M. Smith 
 
SPRING 2014 
Course  Title        Enrollment  
RELS:3666:0001 
(032:166:001)  Rel/Spiritl Prac: Yoga in Asia                     11 (6 grad) 
SOAS:5201:0003               Indiv Sanskrit for Advanced Students                           1 (grad)       
(039:216:003) 
032:291:504                       Thesis                                                       1 (grad) 
RELS:4960:0504 
(032:195:504)                     Independent Study                                                            1 (grad) 
 
 
 
FALL 2014 
  
HONR:1300:0026 (143:030:026)   Honors First-Year Seminar                                20 
032:291:504 Individual Study: Graduates                           2 (grad) 
RELS:3580:0001  (032:180:001)   Religion and Healing                                            34 (6 grad) 
RELS:4960:0504  (032:195:504)  Individual Study: Undergraduates                       1 
ASIA:4507:0001   (039:198:001)  Topics in Asian Studies                                           1 (grad) 
RELS:7950:0504 (032:291:504)   Independent Study                                                   1 (grad) 
 SOAS:2901:0001  (039:110:001)     First-Year Sanskrit: First Semester                  5 (1 grad) 
 
 
 
 
 


